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Weather Terms
TROPICAL DISTURBANCE A discrete tropical
weather system of apparently organized
convection – generally 100 to 300 miles in
diameter – originating in the tropics or subtropics,
having a non-frontal migratory character, and
maintaining its identity for 24 hours or more.

Severe Weather Guide
Lightning In Florida

Florida leads the nation in lightning deaths and
injuries. In Florida, people are struck most often
by lightning during the “rainy” season, usually
from May through October, with the peak month
being July. Unlike most weather phenomena,
specific lightning warnings are not issued by the
National Weather Service. That’s because any
thunderstorm can produce a lightning flash,
which can kill you and those nearby.
Some locations are more dangerous than others.
The greatest numbers of people are struck while
near a body of water. This includes people at the
beach, near lakes, on fishing piers and in small
boats. Another vulnerable location is an open
area, with a few trees around, such as a ball
field, playground or golf course. Lightning does
not strike just during the height of the
thunderstorm. In fact, the greatest danger often
comes with the first or last flash, when people
least expect it. People should take cover when
darkening clouds appear nearby and remain
there until five minutes after the last clap of
thunder is heard.
Lightning detection and forecasting technology
has improved substantially the past few
years. Even with new technology, reducing the
death toll from lightning must come from
heeding lightning safety rules. So, become
familiar with lightning safety rules and save your
life or that of a loved one.

TROPICAL CYCLONE A warm-core non-frontal
synoptic cyclone, originating over tropical or
subtropical waters, with organized deep
convection and a closed surface wind circulation
about a well-defined center.
TROPICAL DEPRESSION A tropical cyclone in
which the maximum sustained surface wind
speed is 33 knots (38 mph) or less.
TROPICAL STORM A tropical cyclone in which the
maximum sustained surface wind speed ranges
from 34-63 knots (39-73 mph).
TROPICAL STORM WATCH An announcement that
tropical storm conditions are possible within the
specified coastal area within 48 hours.
TROPICAL STORM WARNING An announcement
that tropical storm conditions are expected
within the specified coastal area within 36 hours.
HURRICANE WATCH An announcement that
hurricane conditions are possible within the
specified coastal area. Issued 48 hours in
advance of anticipated tropical-storm-force
winds.
HURRICANE WARNING An announcement that
hurricane conditions are expected within the
specified coastal area. Issued 36 hours in
advance of anticipated tropical-storm-force
winds.
HURRICANE A tropical cyclone in which the
maximum sustained surface wind is 64 knots (74
mph) or more.
SMALL CRAFT ADVISORY When a hurricane moves
within a few hundred miles on the coast,
advisories warn small-craft operators to take
precautions and not to venture into open ocean.
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Lightning Safety Rules
✔ If you’re outside, get inside a building or an allmetal vehicle (not a convertible).

✔ Avoid leaning against vehicles. Get off bicycles
and motorcycles.

✔ Get out of the water, off the beach and out of
small boats and canoes. If caught in a boat,
crouch down in the center of the boat, away from
metal hardware. Avoid standing in puddles of
water. Rubber boots offer little protection.

✔ When there is no shelter, avoid the highest
object in the area. If only isolated trees are nearby,
your best protection is to crouch in the open,
keeping twice as far away from isolated trees as
the trees are high.

✔ Avoid hilltops, open spaces, wire fences, metal
clothes lines, exposed sheds and any electrically
conductive, elevated objects.

✔ Do not use metallic objects like golf clubs,
fishing rods, tennis rackets or tools.
✔ Do not work on fences, telephone or power
lines, pipelines, steel fabrications or antennae. Stay
off of rooftops or other high places.
✔ Stop tractor work and heavy construction
equipment, especially when pulling metal
equipment, and dismount. Do not seek
shelter under the equipment. Tractors and other
implements in metallic contact with the ground
are often struck by lightning.
✔ At construction sites, move to a location
beneath a solid roof. Avoid openings such as
windows or doors.

✔ Do not seek shelter under a carport or in
an open garage.

✔ Indoors, stay away from open doors and
windows, fireplaces, radiators, stoves, metal pipes,
sinks and plug-in electrical devices. Stay out of the
shower or bathtub and off of the toilet. Do not use
a corded telephone or a computer. Unplug major
appliances such as televisions and air conditioners.
Lightning can enter the house through electrical,
telephone and plumbing connections.
✔ Persons struck by lightning receive a severe
electrical shock and may be burned, but they
carry no electrical charge and can be handled
safely. A person struck by lightning can often be
revived by prompt CPR. Other persons who
appear only stunned, may also need medical
attention. Do not let victims walk around. Give
them first aid for shock.

Protect Your Pets
Evacuate

Red Cross shelters cannot admit persons with
pets, so plan ahead. Determine your options of
where to leave your pet: 1) Boarding kennels 2)
Friends or relatives who can provide temporary
care inside their home. 3) Motels that allow
pets (check on any restrictions concerning
pets). 4) You should have essential supplies on
hand for your pet whether you are away from
home for a day or a week.
Note: Some kennels have certain requirements
for boarding your pet. Please familiarize yourself
with these and make arrangements
accordingly. There is no longer a pet
evacuation shelter provided during weather
emergencies. This makes it even more
important to plan ahead for the safety of
your pet. Locate the important telephone
numbers in your area.
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Even if such a shelter is not
available, do not stay in a
mobile home when a tornado is
approaching. Seek refuge in a
ditch or culvert as a last resort.
AUTOMOBILES AND OTHER
VEHICLES: Vehicles are easily
overturned in tornadic or severe
thunderstorm winds. Abandon
your vehicle and seek refuge
in a sturdy building, or as a last
resort, in a ditch or culvert. Do
not try to outrun the tornado!

Tornado & Severe Thunderstorm
Safety Rules
When a tornado or severe thunderstorm approaches,
immediate action can save your life!
TORNADO OR SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WATCH Issued by the
National Weather Service when conditions, which may
produce tornadoes or severe thunderstorms are expected to
develop. Continue normal activities, but have a safety plan in
mind and be ready to implement it if a warning is issued. Take
shelter if you see or hear a tornado or threatening weather
approaching. There may not be time for an official warning.
TORNADO OR SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WARNING Issued when a
tornado or severe thunderstorm has been detected or sighted.
The warning will tell you the location and movement of the
severe weather.
TORNADO OR SEVERE THUNDERSTORM SAFETY PLAN
HOMES: Select a “safe room,” usually the smallest interior room
with stout walls (such as a bathroom or closet) on the lowest
floor. A basement, if available, is safest. As a last resort, take
cover under heavy furniture, such as a tipped-over upholstered
couch or chair, in the center part of the house.

OFFICE BUILDINGS, CONDOS
AND HOTELS: Take shelter in an
interior hallway on a lower floor.
If on an upper floor, a closet or
a small room with stout walls
(bathroom), or an inside hallway
will give some protection
against flying debris. Otherwise,
get under heavy furniture and
away from windows.
FACTORIES, AUDITORIUMS AND
OTHER LARGE BUILDINGS WITH
FREE-SPAN ROOFS: Occupants
should move quickly to the
section of the building offering
the greatest protection such as
basements or small interior
rooms. Otherwise, seek shelter in
nearby, sturdy buildings if time
permits.
OPEN COUNTRY: Seek inside
shelter, if nearby and time
permits. If there is no time, lie flat
in the nearest depression, such
as a ditch or culvert and cover
your head with your arms. If no
ditch is nearby, a vehicle may
provide some shelter from flying
debris by crawling under it.

MOBILE HOMES: Select a leader to monitor TV and NOAA
weather radio warning. Tie-downs will generally not protect a
mobile home against tornadic wind gusts. There should be a
designated community shelter where residents can assemble
during a tornado warning.
6
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Fresh Water Flooding
DURING THE FLOOD
✔ Avoid driving into water of
unknown depth, especially in
periods of low visibility. ✔ Moving
water can quickly sweep your
vehicle away. ✔ Standing water
deep enough to cover wheels
can cause cars to float–possibly
into a canal, river, or lake. ✔ If
asked by local officials, quickly
evacuate to avoid being cut off
by flood water. ✔ Package
important documents in
waterproof containers. ✔ If time
permits, move furnishings to safe
ground; fill tanks to keep them
from floating away; grease
immovable machinery.
The “wall of water” type of flash-flood, common in the
western U.S. is rare in Florida, due to the relatively flat terrain.
However, serious flooding can occur near rivers and
streams, as well as in urban areas. This flooding can cause
severe personal inconvenience, damage to property and
even loss of life.
Recent construction in previously uninhabited areas of
Florida has led to exposure from flooding through a rise in
groundwater. Particularly after heavy periods of rain, these
areas revert to their swampy origins, causing isolation of
residences and businesses, damage to roadways and
utilities and contamination of water supplies for weeks and
sometimes months.
BEFORE THE FLOOD
Before purchasing property, carefully research its flood
potential. Due to recent construction, past records may not
be available or adequately reflect the current risk of
flooding. Learn your vulnerability to flooding by determining
the elevation of your property. If prone to flooding, buy
flood insurance – a separate policy from your homeowners
policy. In highly flood-prone areas: ✔ Keep materials on
hand like sandbags, plywood, plastic sheeting, a supply of
plastic garbage bags and lumber. ✔ Keep your automobile
fueled. ✔ Keep a stock of food, which requires little cooking
and no refrigeration. ✔ Keep a portable radio, emergency
cooking equipment, lights and flashlights in working order.

AFTER THE FLOOD
✔ Test drinking water for
potability; wells should be
pumped out and the water
tested before drinking. ✔ Do not
use fresh food that comes in
contact with flood waters.
✔Restrict children from playing in
flooded areas. If kids do play in
standing water, bathe them as
soon as possible and watch for
signs of infection or disease. ✔
Hidden sharp objects and open
storm drains are safety hazards. ✔
Do not handle live electrical
equipment in wet areas;
electrical equipment should be
checked and dried before
returning to service. ✔ Unclog
storm drains because standing
water breeds mosquitoes, which
carry disease. ✔ Use flashlights,
not lanterns or torches, to
examine buildings; flammable
gases may be inside. ✔ Report
broken utility lines to authorities.
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Shopping List
☐	
 Baby food
☐ Baby formula
☐ Batteries
☐ Books, games
☐ Bottled water
☐ Can opener
☐ Candles
☐ Disposable diapers
☐ Disposable plates, glasses and utensils
☐ Disposable washcloths
☐ First aid supplies
☐ Flashlights
☐ Fuel and fuel can
☐ Ice chest and ice
☐ Lamp oil
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐

Lanterns
Masking tape
Matches
Non-electric clock
Plastic drop cloth
Portable radio
Prescription medicines
Sterno m Toiletries
Water containers m Window protection

NON-PERISHABLE FOODS:
☐ Canned meats and fish
☐ Canned fruits and vegetables
☐ Canned soups
☐Canned puddings
☐ Canned, powdered or shelf pack milk
☐ Dried fruit
☐ Powdered or individually packaged drinks
☐ Cereal, cookies, crackers and snacks
☐ Condiments
☐ Peanut butter and jelly
☐ Coffee and tea

Tornado Classification
Enhanced Fujita Scale
EF0 65-85 MPH GENERAL LIGHT DAMAGE:
Threshold of visible damage; broken tree
branches.

EF1 86-110 MPH MODERATE DAMAGE: Loss of
roof covering materials, gutters and/or awnings;
broken glass in doors and windows; collapse of
chimney; garage doors collapse inward or
outward; light poles bent; trees uprooted.

EF 2 111-135 MPH CONSIDERABLE DAMAGE:
Large sections of roof structure removed, exterior
walls collapsed; collapsed cell-phone pole
towers; collapsed light poles.
3

EF 3 136-165 MPH SEVERE DAMAGE: Most walls
collapsed in bottom floor except small interior
rooms.

EF 4 166-200 MPH DEVASTATING DAMAGE: All
walls in residences collapsed.
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Saffir-Simpson Hurricane
Wind Scale
The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale is a 1 to 5
categorization based on the hurricane's intensity at
the indicated time. The scale provides examples of
the type of damage and impacts in the United States
associated with winds of the indicated intensity. In
general, damage rises by about a factor of four for
every category increase. The maximum sustained
surface wind speed (peak 1-minute wind at the
standard meteorological observation height of 10
meters [33 feet] over unobstructed exposure)
associated with the cyclone is the determining factor
in the scale.
CATEGORY 1 SUSTAINED WINDS 74-95 MPH. Very
dangerous winds will produce some dam- age.
People, livestock, and pets struck by flying or falling
debris could be injured or killed. Older (mainly pre1994 construction) mobile homes could be
destroyed, especially if they are not anchored
properly as they tend to shift or roll off their
foundations. Newer mobile homes that are anchored
properly can sustain damage involving the removal
of shingle or metal roof coverings, and loss of vinyl
siding, as well as damage to carports, sunrooms, or
lanais. Some poorly constructed frame homes can
experience major damage, involving loss of the roof
covering and damage to gable ends as well as the
removal of porch coverings and awnings.
Unprotected windows may break if struck by flying
debris. Masonry chimneys can be toppled. Well
constructed frame homes could have damage to
roof shingles, vinyl siding, soffit panels, and gutters.
Failure of aluminum, screened-in, swimming pool
enclosures can occur. Some apartment building and
shopping center roof coverings could be partially
removed. Industrial buildings can lose roofing and
siding especially from windward corners, rakes, and
eaves. Failures to overhead doors and unprotected
windows will be common. Windows in high-rise
buildings can be broken by flying debris. Falling and
broken glass will pose a significant danger even after
the storm. There will be occasional damage to
commercial signage, fences, and canopies. Large
branches of trees will snap and shallow rooted trees
can be toppled. Extensive damage to power lines
and poles will likely result in power outages that could
last a few to several days
CATEGORY 2 SUSTAINED WINDS 96-110 MPH Extremely
dangerous winds will cause extensive damage. There
is a substantial risk of injury or death to people,

© 2012 Always Home
livestock, and pets due to flying and falling debris.
Older (mainly pre- 1994 construction) mobile homes
have a very high chance of being destroyed and
the flying debris generated can shred nearby
mobile homes. Newer mobile homes can also be
destroyed. Poorly constructed frame homes have a
high chance of having their roof structures
removed especially if they are not anchored
properly. Unprotected windows will have a high
probability of being broken by flying debris. Wellconstructed frame homes could sustain major roof
and siding damage. Failure of aluminum, screenedin, swimming pool enclosures will be common.
There will be a substantial percentage of roof and
siding damage to apartment buildings and
industrial buildings. Unreinforced masonry walls can
collapse. Windows in high-rise buildings can be broken by flying debris. Falling and broken glass will
pose a significant danger even after the storm.
Commercial signage, fences, and canopies will be
damaged and often destroyed. Many shallowly
rooted trees will be snapped or uprooted and
block numerous roads. Near-total power loss is
expected with outages that could last from several
days to weeks. Potable water could become
scarce as filtration systems begin to fail.
CATEGORY 3 SUSTAINED WINDS 111-130 MPH
Devastating damage will occur. There is a high risk
of injury or death to people, livestock, and pets due
to flying and falling debris. Nearly all older (pre1994) mobile homes will be destroyed. Most newer
mobile homes will sustain severe damage with
potential for complete roof failure and wall
collapse. Poorly constructed frame homes can be
destroyed by the removal of the roof and exterior
walls. Unprotected windows will be broken by flying
debris. Well-built frame homes can experience
major damage involving the removal of roof
decking and gable ends. There will be a high
percentage of roof covering and siding damage to
apartment buildings and industrial buildings.
Isolated structural damage to wood or steel
framing can occur. Complete failure of older metal
buildings is possible, and older unreinforced
masonry buildings can collapse. Numerous
windows will be blown out of high-rise buildings
resulting in falling glass, which will pose a threat for
days to weeks after the storm. Most commercial
signage, fences, and canopies will be destroyed.
Many trees will be snapped or uprooted, blocking
numerous roads. Electricity and water will be
unavailable for several days to a few weeks after
the storm passes.
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CATEGORY 4 SUSTAINED WINDS 131-155 MPH
Catastrophic damage will occur. There is a
very high risk of injury or death to people,
livestock, and pets due to flying and falling
debris. Nearly all older (pre-1994) mobile
homes will be destroyed. A high percentage
of newer mobile homes also will be destroyed.
Poorly constructed homes can sustain
complete collapse of all walls as well as the
loss of the roof structure. Well-built homes also
can sustain severe damage with loss of most of
the roof structure and/or some exterior walls.
Extensive damage to roof coverings, windows,
and doors will occur. Large amounts of
windborne debris will be lofted into the air.
Windborne debris damage will break most
unprotected windows and penetrate some
protected windows. There will be a high
percentage of structural damage to the top
floors of apartment buildings. Steel frames in
older industrial buildings can collapse. There
will be a high percentage of collapse to older
unreinforced masonry buildings. Most windows
will be blown out of high-rise buildings resulting
in falling glass, which will pose a threat for days
to weeks after the storm. Nearly all
commercial signage, fences, and canopies
will be destroyed. Most trees will be snapped
or uprooted and power poles downed. Fallen
trees and power poles will isolate residential
areas. Power outages will last for weeks to
possibly months. Long-term water shortages
will increase human suffering. Most of the area
will be uninhabitable for weeks or months.
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CATEGORY 5 SUSTAINED WINDS GREATER
THAN 155 MPH Catastrophic damage will
occur. People, live- stock, and pets are at
very high risk of injury or death from flying or
falling debris, even if indoors in mobile homes
or framed homes. Almost complete
destruction of all mobile homes will occur,
regardless of age or construction. A high
percentage of frame homes will be
destroyed, with total roof failure and wall
collapse. Extensive damage to roof covers,
windows, and doors will occur. Large
amounts of wind- borne debris will be lofted
into the air. Windborne debris damage will
occur to nearly all unprotected windows and
many protected windows. Significant
damage to wood roof commercial buildings
will occur due to loss of roof sheathing.
Complete col- lapse of many older metal
buildings can occur. Most unreinforced
masonry walls will fail which can lead to the
collapse of the buildings. A high percentage
of industrial buildings and low-rise apartment
buildings will be destroyed. Nearly all
windows will be blown out of high-rise
buildings resulting in falling glass, which will
pose a threat for days to weeks after the
storm. Nearly all commercial signage, fences,
and canopies will be destroyed. Nearly all
trees will be snapped or uprooted and power
poles downed. Fallen trees and power poles
will isolate residential areas. Power outages
will last for weeks to possibly months. Longterm water shortages will increase human
suffering. Most of the area will be
uninhabitable for weeks or months.
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Hurricane Protection Systems - Pros & Cons
Always Home has
partnered with
Jansen Shutters &
Windows as our
Preferred Service
Provider. They have
been serving the
homeowners of
Florida for over thirty
years. Phillip Jansen
and his son Travis
opened their shop
with the intention of
providing the best
hurricane protection
to ensure the safety
of your family. It is
their goal to shelter
your family, protect
your investment and
secure your wellbeing. Their work does not stop at installation; they also think it is necessary to educate their
customers about the products they provide, so your family and investment is protected when the
next storm hits.

Annual Maintenance & Installation
Always Home will assume responsibility with Jansen Shutters & Windows for putting up and taking
down your storm shutters before and after hurricane season each year. Just sign up for the service
with your Homecare Specialist and we will eliminate your concern that you will be ready for the
next storm.
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A Final Word
Ways Home would like to remind you that if you are
on cable, the cable company might lose its
capability. Consequently, it would be wise to have
at least one set of “rabbit ears,” independent of
cable connections.
Community Associations – Provide your residents
with valuable information to prepare for the worst,
from emergency kits and resources for clean up.
The American Red Cross ___________________
Local Humane Society ____________________
County Animal Services ___________________

The importance of having an evacuation plan cannot be over
emphasized. Waiting until you are in extremis is to late. You and
your family devise and communicate how you will evacuate.

Guide American Red Cross – www.RedCross.org
Federal Alliance for Safe Homes – www.fash.org
National Hurricane Center – www.nhc.noaa.gov
Ready (FEMA) – www.Ready.gov

This Hurricane Guide is a good primer to start you thinking about how to plan and conduct yourself in the event of a severe storm.
Always Home encourages you to research your area evacuation plan and to involve the entire family in storm preparation. Always
Home can assist you if you are out of the area and need assistance in preparing your home. Don’t hesitate to call and don’t wait until
the last minute when little can be done due to inadequate resources and preparation time.

8499 S. Tamiami Trail #256
Sarasota, Florida 34238
(941) 806-6880
Info@GoToAwaysHome.com
www.GoToAlwaysHome.com

